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in red the mysterious signs of the highest degree
of the Rosicrucians, there stood the emblems: little
Egyptian figures, old vials filled with lustral waters,
and a crucifix, very like, though not the same as the
Christian's cross; and there too Cagliostro placed a
glass globe full of clarified water. Before the globe
he used to place a kneeling seer; that is to say, a
young woman who, by supernatural powers, should
behold the scenes which were believed to take place
in water within the magic globe.

Count Beugnot, who gives all the details in his
Memoirs, adds that for the proper performance of the
miracle, the seer had to be of angelic purity, to have
been born under a certain constellation, to have
delicate nerves, great sensitiveness, and, in addition,
blue eyes. When she had knelt down, the geniuses
were bidden to enter the globe. The water became
active and turbid. The seer was convulsed, she
ground her teeth, and exhibited every sign of ner-
vous excitement. At last she saw and began to
speak. What was taking place that very moment at
hundreds of miles from Paris, in Vienna or Saint
Petersburg, in America or Pekin, as well as things
which were going to occur only some weeks, months,
or years later, she declared that she saw distinctly in
the globe. The operation had succeeded; the adepts
were transported with delight.

"It would be hard," says Count Beugnot, "to be-
lieve that such scenes could have place in France at
the end of the eighteenth century; yet they aroused